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BRICKLAYERS SPECIFICATION 

• Check that the bricks delivered to site match the specification provided with 

your PO. 

• Check specification for mortar colour and type of joint requested. 

• Ensure the first single height course of brickwork is backfilled with mortar 

prior to placement of the termite barrier and dampcourse. 

• You will usually be required to liaise with the termite barrier installer to 

coordinate the installation. Please ask your supervisor for contact details if 

they have not been provided. 

• Ensure dampcourse is installed behind the building paper and carried out to 

the face of the brickwork. Stopping the DPC short of the face will result in 

failure to comply with the NCC and AS 3700. 

• Brick sill DPC should be kept approx. 20mm from the face of the bricks 

below to enable a bond for the brick sill. Ensure window brick sills have 

clearance to the underside of the aluminium to avoid “heave” on reactive 

sites (the thickness of a carpenter’s pencil is usually considered sufficient).  

• Ensure brick cavities are kept clean and free of mortar droppings. 

• Control joints (AJ’s) must be clean and straight. Articulation ties should be 

installed or alternatively, brick ties installed at 600mm max ctrs either side 

of joint 

AJ’s specified at window and door locations must be spaced off the window 

frame to provide continuous articulation. This will require the builder to 

provide angles to cover the joint or in some cases, depending on the finish, 

sealant may be used.  
 

The following options may be used to for articulation; 
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• Windows and doors must be kept clean of mortar on a regular basis – do 

not wait until the job is finished to clean up as this is often too late and 

results in damage that is costly to rectify. 

• Where render is to be applied to common brickwork, we generally tile the 

sill to protect it from wear and tear. Please leave a 15mm gap between the 

top of your brick sill and the underside of sliding door or self draining swing 

door sill (e.g. Corinthian Enviro sills and some alum door extrusions) This 

will enable the tiler enough space to slip the tile under the sills to fully 

support them and ensure drainage holes are not obstructed. 

• Galv lintels must have min 100mm bearing either side of openings up to 1M 

and 150mm for openings greater than 1M. Long lintels must be propped to 
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avoid sagging until bricks have dried. A guide to Gal lintels is attached at 

the back of this manual. 

• BAL rated homes require weephole protection to prevent ember attack. 

DQH will provide these, along with your brick ties and dampcourse. For a 

rendered finish, please set them up approx. 6mm proud of the brick to allow 

for the thickness of the render. It is best practice to leave the Weepa 

Protectors slightly lose so that the renderer can adjust them to suit the 

render finished surface. 

• Please stack empty pallets at the front boundary so they can be more easily 

collected. 

• Please use bins provided for brick waste to keep the site tidy. Sometimes 

there may be a dedicated bin provided for bricks only – please check with 

your supervisor to see if this is the case. 

• Front door sills on rendered homes will generally have a tile specified to 

protect the step. In the case of an aluminium sill (mostly used on BAL rated 

homes) it is important that you keep the brick sill a minimum of 12mm 

below the sill so that the tiles do not cover the weepholes on the front of 

the sill. 

NCC Part 5.2 

 

https://ncc.abcb.gov.au/editions/ncc-2022/adopted/housing-provisions/5-masonry/part-52-masonry-veneer
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